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FINAL REPORT
LIGNUMEXPO 
17th International Exhibition of Machines, Tools, Equipment and Materials for Woodprocessing Industry 
FOREST

13th International Forestry Exhibition
th International Forestry Exhibition
MNS – Materials, news, service for furniture producing and wood-working industry
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           On October 5 through 8, 2010 the fair Lignumexpo – Forest 2010, which has a 17-year-long tradition in the  history of exhibition centre Výstavníctvo – Agrokomplex, was held in Nitra. The 13th year of displays of forest management and The 6th year of MNS – presentation of materials for wood-working and furniture-producing industries were a part of the fair. The new concept of the fair includes a two-year interval. The fair Lignumexpo – Forest was integrated into the prestigeous calendar of world professional fairs supported by the EUMABOIS already in 2006. The fair was attended by exhibitors from the Slovak Republic, Czech Republic, Austria, Germany, Italy, Great Britain, Finland, Poland, Russia, Israel and Hungary. 
More than 200 exhibitors from 11 countries from the whole world exhibited in 7 pavilions on the area of 12,000 m2. Exhibitions were situated in exhibition pavilions A, B, C, F, M1, M2 and on the open area. Besides the above mentioned fair, Autumn Gardenia was held in pavilion K. 

The fair Lignumexpo - Forest 2010 along with the displays of MNS were festively opened in pavilion „K“ on October 5, 2010. The festive opening started with the addresses by the minister of state of the Ministry of agriculture of Slovak Republic Gabriel Csicsai, the president of the Slovak Union of Wood-Processors Igor Patráš, the entrusted General Director of the state enterprise Forests of the SR Igor Viszlai and the entrusted Director of Výstavníctvo Agrokomplex Eduard Krcho. The fair was held under the auspices of the EUMABOIS.
A wide professional programe traditionally allowed for the necessary professional discussion among wood processors, furniture producers and producers of construction and joinery products, but also suppliers of timber – foresters. 
The particular division of commodities in pavilions in this year was as follows:

LIGNUMEXPO 

– presentation of production technologies of world producers for wood-processing industry in halls A, B, C, F and M1 including adjoining open areas. Exposition of MNS was in hall M2. 

FOREST 


– presentation of state and private lumbering companies – facilities for growing and harvesting, transport and processing of timber: hall F and open air i in front of it.
MNS – Materials – News – Services
The main motive of professional events of the fair was the support of processing of Slovak timber in Slovak factories for further utilization in furniture production and wooden engineering constructions. Professional journal supporting wood-working and furniture production Joiners´ Magazine in cooperation with the Slovak Union of Wood-Processors prepared during the fair Lignumexpo – Forest in Nitra on October 5 through 8, 2010 a series of workshops and meetings split in three days. The key part was formed by discussion forums to up-to-date subjects. Professional events were held in auditorium of hall M2. 6th Exhibition MNS was focused on current issues of producers and material importers in the period of economic and business depression. 

Introduction of several firms, which were interested in presentation of commodities from the sphere of construction materials of wood, forging, coating compositions, machines, tools necessary for timber basic industry and furniture production, was also held. Besides this, everyday professional discussions prepared by the Slovak Union of Wood-Processors and state enterprise Forests SR were also organized.
Similarly as in the previous years, also this year exhibiting companies were mostly trade companies followed by production companies. The commodities were wo$od-working machines (63 %), lumbering (12 %), materials for furniture production and production of wooden products (17 %), 8 % others.


One part of LIGNUMEXPO was focused on the presentation of producers and suppliers of machines, tools, facilities, products for wood-working industry and technologies for wood processing. The majority of exhibits – machines for joinery and furniture operations, saw-mill and forest mining machinery – was in operation during the fair and potential users could directly judge their technical parameters and particular utilization. The second part of the fair was characteristic by the presentation of producers and importers of materials for lumbering production.


The exhibition FOREST was dominated by the state enterprise Forests SR,  Banská Bystrica. The visitors introduced their complex forest activities, machines and forest materials, instructions and promoting auction-sales of timber, waste utilization for energy purposes, timber production, seed growing and silviculture. 


On October 05, 2010 the International Assessment Panel selected the best out of the registered exhibits for the competition Prize of the Fair Lignumexpo – Forest 2010. Altogether 23 exhibits were registered in five competition categories, set up according to the purpose of their utilization. The festive awarding of prizes was on October 5, 2010. In each category one product was awarded the Prize of the Fair and a diploma or honorary mention. This estimate could be presented by the exhibitor during the whole fair in its exhibition stand. It will serve for the promotion of its product during the whole year.

Prizes of the fair  LIGNUMEXPO- FOREST 2010
The prizes of the international fair LIGNUMEXPO - FOREST  2010 were won by :

Category 1:    Forest management machinery                                          

Exhibitor:                       LESY SR, state enterprise, 




    
Branch of forest technology Banská Bystrica
                                                
Producer:
                   Školní lesní podnik Masarykův les Křtiny, 


 Mendel University in Brno
Name of exhibit:              Forest cablecar LARIX LAMAKO
The prize was awarded for the construction solution of the cablecar. The significant reduction of assembly time is an economic asset to the mining process, mainly nurse mining.  

Category 2:    Machining and mechanical working machinery
Exhibitor:

           SOUKUP s.r.o., Praha - Hodkovičky



Producer:

           SOUKUP s.r.o., Praha - Hodkovičky
Name of exhibit:
           Centre for windows production Wizard 4L
The prize was awarded for the construciton of the machine, which allows for reaching high quality massive wood shaping, and thus accurate assembling of window frames and casement. 

Category 3:
Manual machines and tools                                                        

Exhibitor:
        
         NOBIA, s.r.o., Banská Bystrica 
            

 

Producer:

        
Lamello AG Verbindungstechnik, Bubendorf, Nemecko
Name of exhibit:            
Manual dropper pinning machine ZETA
The prize was awarded for the solution of precise and fast joining of parts in various alternatives of use with the possibility of easy disassembly. 


Category 4: 
Machines for surface treatment of furniture


Exhibitor:                   
CENTROGLOB s.r.o. Košice
Producer:

         J. WAGNER GmbH, Markdorf, Nemecko   
Name of exhibit:
         
Spraying facility EVOMOTION 20-60 AIRLESS 



         
with the gun GM 4600
The prize was awarded for spraying facility with a high-pressure gun, which allows for good quality lacquering of surfaces with an economic effect and improving working conditions.
Category 5:   Materials for the production of furniture and construction and joinery products
Exhibitor:
                      CENTROGLOB s.r.o., Košice
            



Producer:
Milesi S.p.A. IVM Chemicals S.r.l., Parona (PV), Italia
Name of exhibit: 
Surface treatment HEC 70 + base
The prize was awarded for the newly developed coating system based on water, which, by its technical parameters, gets closer to the solvent lacquers mainly based on polyurethanes. 

Honorary mentions: 
Exhibitor:
LESY SR, state enterprise, OZ SEMENOLES, Liptovský Hrádok
        

Producer:      LESY SR, state enterprise, OZ SEMENOLES, Liptovský Hrádok


Name of exhibit:
Exposition of Green fences
Green fences of forest pulp and bushes – return to ecology and aesthetics of transport corridors in industrial premises and community build-up areas. Sophisticated system of creation of green fences for various locations and requirement of the designer including services from seeding up to maintenance.
Exhibitor:
         UNIAGRO, s.r.o. Zvolenská Slatina




Producer:

FOREST MERI s.r.o. Brno

Name of exhibit:
Forest superstructure FOREST PROFI 

                            for tractor JOHN DEERE

Special superstructure for timber skidding suitable for a common type of agricultural tractor. Sophisticated concept suitable for extreme requirements of forest production. 

Exhibitor:
         Král, s.r.o. Žilina






Producer:

Michael Weinig AG, Tauberbischofsheim, Nemecko

Name of exhibit:
WEINIG Powermat 500
        

Members of the Panel appreciated the new construction system of fastening and replacement of cutter block and enlargement of treatment of large-dimension friezes. 

ISSUES OF INTEREST IN INDIVIDUAL AREAS OF THIS YEAR´S FAIR
Saw-mill production 

Higher sliding velocities of materials in rippers and increasing the output of technological lines, but also independent productions. Utilization of laser for precise adjustment of tools and precise alignment of material for treatment. Large-dimension rippers with adjustable saw disks were developed for large timber-processing plants.

Furniture production
Dimensioning saws – with multi controlled axes, operations are adjusted on the control panel. The machine issues directives for service to enter material. Tables are placed on adjustable line with travelling lathes. For large-capacity productions, the machines have become more and more robust in order to ensure stability, preciseness and quality of treatment.

Spindle moulders – good quality machines are more robust than in the past, milling units can be inclined within the range from 45 to 95 degrees. All functions from the velocity of revolutions of the tool up to vertical, depth and angular setting are computer-controlled, often through touch screens. Exchange of tools from the handheld stock is also computer-controlled.

Pegging machines – also these single machines are currently computer controlled as NC automatic machines, which drill hole and thrust in a peg. They are able to work at two fields at once.

Banding machines – were produced also in bigger lengths for part thickness up to 8 cm, with transparent covers. They are equipped with robust chain conveyors. Glue can be altenatively in cartridges and granules. Exchange of glue and bevelling tapes is fast, which allows for flexibility at smaller orders. Alternative finishing operations are possible thanks to a module method, where some producers offer several versions of configurations of the facility. Progressive elements, electronic control of temperature and fast heating are assembled also in machines of lower rating. Producers innovate also control panels, they are modern, colourful, transparently arranged displays and push-buttons.

Rapid development was recorded by CNC centres, which allow for several operations on component parts at once. For larger producers there are large tooling centres mainly imported from Germany and Italy, for small-size and mid-size workshops they are currently developed  in the Czech Republic (HOUFEK, a.s., Golčův Jeníkov), where there are produced combined professional wood-working machines along with classical ones. Details of CNC machines increase comfort just for small-size and mid-size entrepreneurs.

Grinding machines – possibilities of fast replacement of grinding abrasive bands, time of heat removal from belts, installation of auxiliary pressure belts, while abrasive bands are combined in various lengths, in order to prevent from traces on treated surfaces.

Complex wood processing has currently enforced development and innovation in the sphere of energy and heating technologies. Many companies develop boilers of their own construction and pulp crushers. Crushers process short bulk wood waste, waste material from parks, forests, orchards, post-harvest material, material suitable for newly-developed boilers, which are suitable also for both coal and biomass.

News were also in forging, tools and materials such as forging for cusped upper doors in sideboards, coating compositions, e.g. new outdoor glazing compositions, 3D edges with in-depth effect, LED-diodes lightning, new decors in colour and imitation, precise reproductions and gradation of colours with laser engraving, new types of sets for clothes rooms – storage shelf systems, etc. 
Structure of commodities at the fair LIGNUMEXPO – FOREST 2010:

63% Woodworking machines

17% Materials for furniture production

12% Tools and Instruments

8% Others
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Explanations: Wood-working machines, materials for furniture production and wooden products, devices and tools, others.

In the structure of exhibitors of this year´s fair according to their focus prevailed trade companies, followed by production companies and others. 
ACCOMPANYING PROFESSIONAL EVENTS:

On the occassion of the fair LIGNUMEXPO - FOREST 2010 Agrokomplex – Výstavníctvo Nitra, state enterprise with professional warranters of individual workshops prepared the following events for interested exhibitors and their guests:

The following workshops and discussion forums focused on wood-processing industry were held in the Conference Hall of pavilion M2:

Day of Timber – October 5, 2010

The Slovak Wood-Processing Union and the Joiners´ Magazine organized a discussion forum: „Finalization of timber – the chance for development of saw production in the Slovak Republic“. Discussants were top personalities from the sphere of wood-processing industry and forestry in Slovakia. The aim of the event was to exchange opinions and practical experience with increasing finalization of timber as the opportunity for increasing added value and implementation of wooden products.


Complicated situation in round timber supplies persists. The field is markedly influenced by post-election changes and cooperation is marked by distrust. Firms are pressed to purchase round timber also in neighbouring states. The reason for that is the current situation in the state enterprise Lesy SR. All show interest in spruce material and there is a striking surplus of beech wood. Lesy SR, state enterprise, are starting electronic auctions of round timber from January 1, 2011. 


The representative of the Section of forest management and wood processing of the Ministry of agriculture – Ing. Igor Mrva, entrusted General Director of Lesy SR, state enterprise Ing. Igor Visylai, representative of private forest owners Ing. Ján Vanka and dean of the Faculty of Wood Sciences & Technology of the Technical University in Zvolen - prof. Mikuláš Siklienka, reacted to the discussion.  

Day of Furniture – October 6, 2010


At the discussion forum „Reactions of Slovak Furniture Producers“, the Union of Wood-Processors of the SR and the Joiners´ Magazine offered space to personalities from the sphere of furniture industry in Slovakia. The aim of the event was to discuss on the impact of changes in Slovak furniture market on domestic furniture industry and the possibilities of elimination of negative impacts.


Topics for discussion were introduced by Ing. Igor Patráš, chairman of the Furniture section Ing. Jozef Galdun, chairwoman of the Section of furniture traders Ing. Kveta Dedinská, director of exporting company PMJ Ing. Katarína Kušnírová. In his introductory speech, general director of ZSD SR Dr. Peter Zemaník presented current statistics and graphs of EFIC as an indicator of consumers´ trust in EU. Import from China to Europe forms 52 % of the volume of imported furniture. Member countries of EU produce furniture in the volumes on the level of the year 2005.


The Union has not got available relevant statistics of the branch. Decrease in the volume of production of companies represents approximately one third. Financial flow has markedly been deteriorated, the growth of debts is also unfavourable. Producer needs 6 weeks for the purchase of material and production itself, maturity of invoices is being postponed over and over again! Customers abuse the situation through groundless complaints.

Construction-Joinery Day – October 7, 2010


Top personalities from the sphere of production of wooden constructions and construction and joinery products in Slovakia were discussing the topic „Drop in individual residential construction – impact on producers of wooden constructions and construction and joinery products“ on the last day of the discussion forum. The event was aimed at discussing opportunities for the development of production in the period of decrease of individual residential construction (IBV).


The morning workshop Pro Holy was a good inspiration for the discussion. Ing. Igor Patráš informed of its intentions. The contents of the section was presented by: chairman of the Section of Ecological Wooden Constructions Ing. Ivan Kolárik, vice-chairman of the Institute for Energy Passive Houses Ing. arch. Henrich Pifko, prof. Jozef Štefko from the Technical University in Zvolen, prof. Anton Osvald from the University in Žilina, representative of the executing firm ForDom Ing. Jozef Čellár. Investors have no trust in the utilization of timber in building industry. It is inevitable to continue the promotion of wood properties, introduce projects of low energy houses. Slovak producers will enter the Domexpo project „Build your own wooden house“ more expressively. They will expand the information campaign for better exploitation of wood in building industry.
Within the framework of professional events the workshop „Glueing, sharpening and working of wood“  was held on October 6, 2010. 



                                                                   

The company GREGOR a spol., s. r. o., Bratislava in professional lectures paid attention to new technologies in the sphere of glueing of wood and wooden materials with the focus on construction and joinery production, production of wooden constructions and furniture, on the working of timber and large-area materials by wood-working tools and sharpening, and also to the issue of measurement of wood humidity and temperature depending on technological process of production and others. 

On October 7, 2010 in pavilion M1 was held the Cooperation event „LIGNUMEXPO“ of firms from the sphere of wood-processing industry, which was focused on the processing of wood and production of wooden products, machines, technical equipment and services for forest management, machines and technical equipment for primary and secondary processing, machines and technical equipment for surface treatment, machines and technical equipment for assembly, packing, transport, manipulation and storing technology, robotics, machines and facilities for special processes, and machines and facilities for the production of special groups of products. 

On October 7, 2010 was also held the workshop „Innovative solutions using wood – products, prefabrication and examples of energy-saving, safe and fast construction“ in pavilion M2. 

ProLignum is an initiative for the support of wood as the material, which is supported by the organizations: ZSD SR (Slovak Union of Wood-Processors), ČAPLH (Czech Association of Entrepreneurs in Forest Management), Foundation Wood for Life and Pro Holz Austria. The aim was to reach, by means of activities in the sphere of architecture, civil engineering and culture, a positive image for wood as construction material in Slovakia and in the Czech Republic.
The workshop was organized in cooperation with the following cooperating partners: Slovak Civil Engineers Chamber, Slovak Technical University in Bratislava, Faculty of Building, Slovak Society of Architects, Technical University in Graz, Institut Holzbau und Holztechnologie, Technical University in Zvolen, Faculty of Wood Sciences & Technology. The workshop was designed for civil engineers, technicians and architects from engineer´s and production sphere as well as investors from private and public sector. The workshop dealt with the possibilities of utilization of wooden products in building constructions. 

The workshop included 5 lectures by Slovak and Austrian architects and civil engineers: 
1. New products and their utilization in wooden structures, 

2. Modern frame houses – added value obtained by a module construction and energy saving in energy passive house, 

3. Utilization of massive elements of wood (XLAM) – examples and experiences from the construction in the Czech Republic and Austria, 

4. Fire grading of wooden constructions – norms and regulations in Slovakia and Europe 

5. The retirements home in Stockerau – amenity and comfort in the ark

6. Within the workshop was held the exhibition of firms from the sector of wood. 

The event „Forest Pedagogy for Invited Schools“ was held in the conference hall in pavilion „F“ in the area of the exhibition centre was held on October  8, 2010  

Czech exposition at the fair LIGNUMEXPO - FOREST 2010

Interconnection of supplying and customer subjects in the wood processing branch was concisely characterized by the creation of participation of Czech producers at the fair Lignumexpo - Forest, MNS 2010 by means of the national exposition in hall M1. Some of the 23 participants were situated in other halls of the area, along with the other suppliers of similar facilities and machines. Their characteristics were introduced at a short meeting with organizers and representatives of Výstavníctvo Agrokomplex. Participation was a contribution for increasing the professional offer in favour of better quality working of wood. The meeting was attended by 3rd secretary of the Embassy of Czech Republic in Slovakia Pavel Buchta, manager of the project Economic Chamber of the Czech Republic Eduard Toman and appointed director of Výstavníctvo AX in Nitra Eduard Krcho.

Besides mechanical edge banding machine (it was awarded LX Prize 2001), the firm DRAGIS introduced also the machine of a new construction – compound topping mechanism for cutting off excess furniture bands, plastic edges or veneer after sticking to the component part edge.

The firm Josef Mikulka characterized not only fasterners and repair elements from wood, but also that it supplies also side-links, pegs and blind capping strips.

MARSHAL – CZ is focused on thorough machining and glueing of wood. The firm is a supplier of technology for producers of wooden houses in the form of assembly workplaces and conveyor systems, length prolongation of prisms and jointing rules, machines for windows and doors production, other classical machines for joinery workshops.

PILOUS supplies precise lumber-mills into 40 countries (80 % of production). It produces 2,500 machines per year and belongs among the foremost producers of professional band-saws. 

Measuring systems in the technologies of processing round timber, fibrous material, chips, biomass and production of DTD are delivered by the firm RMT.
STÖRI MANTEL is a supplier of single-disk rippers, optimalization shortening saws, cross-cut saws, lines for finishing wooden palettes and their stacking.
THE FAIR STATISTICS: 

This year´s fair LIGNUMEXPO – FOREST 2010 was attended by 13,600 visitors, of which 11,620 were visitors, who bought a ticket at the entrance to the exhibition centre and other visitors came for registered company invitation cards of exhibitors.
It is accruing from the assessment of statistic data found directly at the fair that exhibitors expressed:

· a 60 % rate interest in participation in the next year´s fair,
· high level of satisfaction (62 %) with the negotiations with commercial partners,
· 48 % rate of satisfaction with the interest of visitors in exposition (the previous two parameters will influence positively also the participation in further years),
· 75 %  rate of satisfaction with organization provision of the fair, which is a positive signal for Agrokomplex – Výstavníctvo Nitra,
· that 58 % of the addressed companies had a representative at the accompanying events.
70 % of exhibitors answered the question „Has your company reached its main aim?“ positively. 

Evaluation of economic situation 


As a result of the global financial and economic crisis, the year 2009 was in Slovakia stigmatized by a marked deterioration of economic growth. Slovakia, as a small open economy, directly depending on economic development in other countries, obviously cannot avoid impacts of global economic crisis. When compared with other countries, Slovakia has an advantage and that is its ongoing healthy bank sector, which allows for concentrating the attention and available sources into measures with a long-term positive impact on economic growth. 
 
Current macroeconomic situation

It is already two years when financial crisis attacked the world. It caused that the Slovak economy for 2009 really dropped by 4.7 %. The crisis, unfortunately, did not avoid industrial sector and it was only in November 2009, when industrial production reached an inter-annual 1% growth for the first time since October 2008. There is a well-founded assumption that renewal of economic growth in the countries, which are main trading partners of the Slovak Republic (mainly the countries of the European Union), contributes to the recovery of the Slovak economy, while positive trend is proved, on the provisional basis, also by macroeconomic indicators. According to the data published by the Statistic Bureau of the Slovak Republic in 1st quarter of 2010 the GDP increased inter-annually by 4.6 %. For the period of first four months of 2010 the overall export of goods increased inter-annually by 18.3 %. 


It is more or less sure that after finishing the problemful period only those producers will be successful, which will be able to offer products, technologies and services on a higher technical and technological level. Current technical solutions will be obsolete. It is vital for Slovakia to maintain attractivity in the sphere of entrepreneurial environs. We have to invest into the development of production segments with a high added value so that producers knew how to offer their customers new technical solutions, which will offer higher standard. Generally applies that further development will be characterized by an increased level of quality of production and innovations by means of application of top technologies and modern methods of work, economic effectiveness and enhanced international cooperations. That is a challenge for all entrepreneurs fulfilling themselves within the whole range of industry.


Trend of the future development, in spite of the acute worldwide crisis, will in the first place be in the development of innovating activities. Innovations have become a supporting pillar of the strategy of economic growth of the EU, also with the intention to create new and highly-qualified jobs. Opening and expanding of the space for innovations in industry is also the priority of the Ministry of National Economy and Construction of the Slovak Republic.

(abstracted from the address of Ing. Lucia Gocníková for the Ministry of National Economy and Construction of the SR)

IN CONCLUSION:

      40 journalists from Europe were accredited in the press centre during the fair in Nitra. More than 208 exhibitors were presented at the fair. The largest areas were covered by the following exhibitors:

KRÁL, s.r.o., Žilina; ITALCOMMA SLOVAKIA, s.r.o., Žilina; Union BOHEMIA LINE (Balínek Trade, s.r.o., Sedlčany; Marshal-CZ, s.r.o., Albrechtice; Störi Mantel, s.r.o., Zašová); EXCELLENT CD, s.r.o., Zvolen; BOTO, s.r.o., Nové Zámky; CENTROGLOB, s.r.o., Košice; EPIMEX ŽILINA, s.r.o., Žilina; FELDER KG, Hall in Tirol, Austria; HOUFEK, a.s., Golčův Jeníkov, Czech Republic and LESY SR, state enterprise and its branches. 

      
Exhibitors presented most up-to-date technology from the sphere of development of wood-working machines and forest facilities. The main exhibits in the most influential sellers in Slovakia were CNC tooling centres for the production of surface furniture and for solid timber machining, e.g. windows, doors, wooden stairs, etc.
Tooling CNC centres can be nowadays considered as basic equipment of a modern furniture producing company, regardless its size and character of production.

     The accompanying programme of the fair enriched participants by the knowledge from the area of  development of forest management and modernization of wood-processing and furniture producing industries. This is the only form currently exploited by the producers for education and information gaining.

The future 18th fair Lignumexpo – FOREST will be held in 2012.
Agrokomplex – Výstavníctvo Nitra, state enterprise 
On October 15, 2010



Organizer and implementor:


Agrokomplex – Výstavníctvo, state enterprise, Nitra


The Venue:


Area of Agrokomplex – Výstavníctvo, state enterprise, Nitra


Dates: October 5 – 8, 2010





Number of exhibitors and co-exhibitors: 208





Number of countries: 11


Exhibition area: 11 860 m2


                             7 pavilions








Výstavná plocha: 16 000 m2


	8 pavilónov 


                               a voľná plocha
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